














































































































































































































































































































































Despite the sensational nature of the Linda Cortile affair, science fiction seems to 

be the instigator of this story again. Indeed, it is very surprising that a woman 

reports an account of Alien abduction, while a few months ago, the same story 

was written in a science fiction novel. Some people will hasten to say that the 

inconsistency of Linda's story is inclined to favour the reality of the events. 

However, it just goes to show that it does not exist any evidence of an Alien 

abduction. We will probably always find similarities between Alien abductions 

and American science fiction stories. 
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Linda CortUel 

1 Internet, http://www.alienhunter.org/Gallery/Linda Cortilellinda cortile.htm 



CONCLUSION 



According to French philosopher and ufologist Bertrand Meheust, one cannot 

doubt the word of those who claim they have been abducted by extraterrestrial 

beings. The "reality" of their adventure is unquestionable. They are absolutely 

sure that they have experienced something incredible. In that sense, Meheust says 

that abductees are sincere. On the other hand, the exploration of these 

extraordinary events in the light of folklore and science fiction constitutes a 

significant contribution to the ethno-historical and socio-cultural understanding 

of the theme of "Alien abduction" in the U.S. Indeed, accounts of Alien 

abductions must be seen as the resurgence of old stories of aggressions by 

supernatural beings which were born on the old continent and crossed the 

Atlantic during the various waves of immigration to America. Later on, authors 

of science fiction short stories updated these old legends. By means of their 

imagination and especially their inspiration by current events and collective fears 

mainly engendered by the progress of science, they invented the image of the 

little macrocephalic humanoid, who represented the man of the future and the 

Alien, abducting humans for the sole purpose of using them as guinea-pigs, like 

men did with animals. Thus, it could bring to the light the mental universe of 

millions of Americans. Indeed, we have tried to look into the context of Alien 

abductions more deeply and took an interest in the socio-cultural significance of 

Alien abductions Thus, it allowed us to understand how Alien abductions have 

become an important social phenomenon in America. 

Then, the religious approach of Alien abductions was aimed at demonstrating that 

the extraterrestrials also acted as the modern substitute of angels. Indeed, their 

attributes are those of divinities. Despite the alleged tortures inflicted by Aliens, 

some abductees see in these methods a means to become a "citizen of the 

cosmos", meaning that Aliens would help them find their place in the universe. 

Indeed, the belief in extraterrestrials seems to soothe the anguish of people 

confronted with the silence and solitude of the infinite universe. This need for 

abductees to find a God in these alleged extraterrestrials seems to be legitimate 
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since they all want to believe in the physical existence of a God concerned with 

their individual plight. Extraterrestrials beings have become the modern 

substitute to the angels, and some abductees see Aliens as the messengers of 

Jesus Christ. 

Indeed, stories of Alien abductions are the manifestation of collective anxieties 

and neurosis in the U.S. For example, the rise of AIDS, the recession of the 

White supremacy in the U.S concerning the increase in popularity of "coloured 

people" of all races (the colour of the Aliens [grey] could represent the obsessive 

fear of interbreeding between Whites and Black which would strike the broad 

mass of American people) or else the growing anxiety towards genetic 

engineering 1 ••• Thus, when an abductee reports that Aliens made her pregnant, it 

is necessary for the pregnancy to be terminated, otherwise we would have the 

evidence of the incredible at last. And the legends never leave any evidence2 ... 

despite the implants and "scoop marks" discovered in and on the bodies of 

abductees. Their extraterrestrial origin has not been proved yet but these alleged 

evidences aroused again the suspicion in the American population about a 

conspiracy in the government which might well use some people for brand new 

experiments, as it allegedly did in the past. 

Some ufologists tried to unveil the mystery of Alien abductions like David Jacobs 

who finalized a system of video surveillance in order to "catch" the Aliens when 

they came to abduct someone at home. But his attempt remained unsuccessful. 

One of his abductees noticed one morning that the electric wires of the camera 

had been unplugged. One night, another abductee even awoke in the middle of 

the night and like a sleepwalker switched off the camera. Later on, the victim 

remembered that the "Greys" ordered her to do this. Jacobs had to admit that his 

1 Thierry Pinvidic, Ovni, vers une Anthropologie d'un Mythe Contemporain, "Du voyage 
interrompu aux grossesses interrompues: L'irresistible montee des enlevements soucoupiques 
aux Etats-Unis" by Bertrand Meheust (Paris: Heimdal, 1993) 454 
2 Thierry Pinvidic, Ovni, vers une Anthropologie d'un Mythe Contemporain, "Introduction" by 
Bertrand Meheust (Paris : Heimdal, 1993) 22 
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system was a complete failure and did not prevent people from being abducted3. 

It becomes more and more obvious that the mystery which surrounds the Alien 

abduction phenomenon in the U.S will not unfold so easily. 

Nowadays, the phenomenon has already taken considerable proportions and 

might well increase in the years to-come. Since the 1990's, 3.7 million of 

Americans (2% of the population) think that they have been abducted by Aliens, 

while they were just a handful in the 1970's-1980's. The upsurge of new 

television programs, which have taken over the gutter press, may have favoured 

the rise of Alien abductions in the U.S. These broadcasts flatter the narcissism of 

American people for the outpouring of private life, and now exploit their appeal 

for the paranormal. People report their sexual or financial trials and ... their last 

abduction by extraterrestrials4. The subject is now part of the American 

broadcasting scene. The multiplication of programs in which abductees and 

abductionists are invited to report their experiences enables many Americans to 

get accustomed to the presence of Aliens on earth (and especially in America). 

For instance, the last programme of attraction in Disneyland deals with the UFO 

phenomenon and especially Alien abductions. The press release even makes it 

clear that this programme has been created to help people get ready for inevitable 

encounters with Aliens5. 

The idea that Aliens were abducting humans to use them as guinea-pigs was all 

the same shocking in the U.S twenty years ago but today, it has now become part 

of the dramatic possibilities of the nature. As far back as 1979, psychologist 

Aphrodite Clamar, who worked with Budd Hopkins, hypnotized an abductee 

called Steven Kilburn on NBC. He reported his kidnapping and concluded in 

3 David Jacobs. Les Kidnappeurs d'un autre Monde [Secret Life] (Paris: Presses de la Cite, 
1995) 287 
4 Thierry Pinvidic, Ovni, vers une Anthropologie d'un Mythe Contemporain, "Du voyage 
interrompu aux grossesses interrompues : L'irresistible montee des enlevements soucoupiques 
aux Etats-Unis" by Bertrand Meheust (Paris : Heimdal, 1993) 449 
5 Marie-Therese de Brosses, Enquete sur !es Enlevements Extraterrestres (Paris : J'ai Lu, 1997) 
349 
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Illustrations of Steven Kilburn's abductors 1 

1 Budd Hopkins, "iconographical file" in Enlevement Extraterrestres : Les Temoins Parlent 
[Abducted] (Paris : Editions du Rocher, 1995) 



asserting that "if anything happened to me, it could happen to you"6. Such 

injunctions have probably contributed to the rise of Alien abductions in the U.S. 

French academic F. Laplantine said in his book Les Trois Voix de l'Jmaginaire 

that we were particularly blind to our own mythical creations 7 and this is why it is 

very important to try to understand and analyze them. We did not have 

information about abductions by supernatural beings from ancient times. 

Witches only left ashes8. Nowadays, the Alien abduction phenomenon is quite 

well-documented and the anthropologists of the future will certainly be happy to 

get all these pieces of information, because it remains obvious that the answer to 

the mystery of Alien abductions will not be supplied for quite a while. 

And yet, the debate about the reality of Alien abductions will go on, and theories 

and hypotheses will multiply again. Indeed, one of the characteristics of the UFO 

phenomenon is that it brings people to ponder over. Beyond the "squabbles" 

between American abductionists and European sceptics, David Jacobs found a 

good compromise: 

If these stories are real. we are dealing with one of the most important thunderbolts that 
mankind has ever gone through. On the other hand, if Alien abductions are imaginary, we have 
made an immense discovery, an unprecedented phenomenon about the human psyche.( ... ) So, it 
is important that the phenomenon should be taken into consideration9. 

-- ----------

6 Michel Meurger, Alien Abduction: L 'enlevement extraterrestre, de la.fiction a la croyance 
(Amiens: Encrage, 1995) 238 
7 Quoted by Bertrand Meheust in Soucoupes Vo/antes et Folklore (Paris : Mercure de France, 
1985) 11 
8 Marie-Therese de Brosses, 398 
9 David Jacobs, 342 
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' I 
By JAMES w1µ.WERTit BOSTON 

T 
HE YOUNG MAN HAD SLOWLY BE­

com~ aware of his enigmatic 
me ories, of otherworldly beings 
lurJng in his life, of"strange coin­
cidepces" and time o'ut of joint. 
Wh* was happening? Who could 

tell him? C<lfting about for help, says the 
boyish Penn~lvania health-care worker, " I 
saw this artid,le in the newspaper about Dr. 
Mack. And .( thought if you can't trust a 
Harv3'1'd pro(essor, who c:an you trust?" 

·john Maqk is more.than a Harvard pro­
fessor; he is !a respected author (his book 

.on T. E. Lawrence, A Prince of Our Disor­
der, won thelPulitzer Prize in 1977). a psy-• 
chiatrist whp helped found- the clinical 
psychiatry fjepartment at Cambridge, 
Hospital anq a noted scientific advocate of 
environmein I and antiwar causes. Under 

: Mack's hyp 'tic guidance, tbe young man 
"remember d" being abducted repeated­
ly by aliens, aken to a spaceship and hav­
ing a probe 'nserted in his anus. He also 
recalled pa t lives. Uicluding one as a 
young India warrior called Panther-by­
the-Creek. ho died in battle. Even more 
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astonishing, Mack believed every word. 
The story of "Dave Reynolds" is one of 

13 recounted b y Mack in his new book Ab­
duction.(Scribners). the result of his study of 
scores of"experiencers," people who he be­
lieves have come in contact with extrater­
restrial visitors. The . striking similarity. of 
their memories and Mack's academic repu­
tation have led UFO believers to proclaim 
Abduction as the most important step yet in 
scientifically validating abduction experi­
ences. A 1991 Roper poll found that 4 mil­
lion people have had at least some abduc­
tion-related experiences, such as seeing 
unusual lights or missing time. "Until john 
came, along, there wa5n't enough credibility 
for this subject to support a methodological 
i{\vestigation," ~ays Caroline McLeo.d, 
Mack's research chief. "Until now, if you de-

:"cided to research alien abductions, you. 
risked being pigeonholed as a lunatic." 

Psychologisr.f and ethicists do not ques­
tion Mack's sar/ily so much as his motives 
and methodology. They charge that he is 
misusing the techniques of hypnosis, try­
ing to shape the "memories" of his subjects 
to suit his vision of an intergalactic future, 
and very possibly endangering the emo-

TIME. APl\ 11. 25.199~ 

ts in the process. 
pie of s<?_me zany 

new outer limit of how lish psychology 
and psychiatry can be in the wrong hands, 
we'd look at it, roll 04r eyes and walk 
away," says University oftalifornia, Berke­
ley, psychologist Richar(i Ofshe. "But the 
use of his techniques in counseling 1s sub­
stantially harming lots oB people:· 

The scientific skepticism is bolstered by 
some unusual firsthand evidence. One of 
Mack's "experiencers .. has revealed to T1 ME 
that she was actually an undercover de­
bunker who worked her way into Mack's 
confidence and rose high in the ranks of his 
subjects. She found that Mack's work was 
nddled with scientific irregularities; it 
lacked a formal research protocol as well as 
legally required consent forms that advise 
research subject~ of potential risks. She also 
discovered that Mack billed the insurance 
companie~ of at least some patient-subjects 
for what he described J therapy sessions. 

Mack says he expected the disbelief 
that has greeted the' bj. arre tales recount­
ed in his book. "This i. n't supposed to be," 
he explained to TIM .. "You aren't sup­
posed to have little u'ys with big black 
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Velcome to the Home Alien Abduction Kit Site! 

/ ---.. , l\ u f. 
r•1\A11en . ~auction 
\\ ~ Verification Ktt 

hnp://www.alien-abductions.co 

The only kit that proves you were abducted by ... or at least partied with. .. aliens. 

r:mil Monica Lewinsky claims alien abduction ... says she has proof .. EmB 

If you're one of the millions of people who think they' ve been abducted by aliens but lack 
one little detail. .. PROOF ... we've got the proof you need. 

Now everyone can document their alien encounters thanks to the Air Force-approved, 
Home Alien Abduction Verification Kit (HAA). 

The kit come complete with everything an abductee needs to prove an other-worldly 
abduction including: 

1. One 8-112" X 11" photo of you with the aliens (select from among the three 
choices described below). 

2. Incontrovertible physical evidence that you were actually with the aliens. 

3. A newspaper article about your abduction. 

4 . A Confirmation of Abduction Certificate from the National Alien Sighting 
Association (NASA). 
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Jelcome to the Home Alien Abduction Kit Site! hnp://www.alien-abductions.co 

HAA includes a choice of personalized photos authenticating the encounter: 

I. Abductee and aliens in a bar splitting a six-pack of Miller Lite singing, 
Kumbayah 

2. The arduously intimate physical examination of the abductee aboard the ali en 
vessel. A visual so realistic you can almost hear the alien say, "Cough."* 

3. Abductee being manhandled by aliens out of a convenience store 

*Comes with the actual latex glove used in the alien physical examination of the abductee. 
The HAA kit meets all Air Force criteria for documenting a bona fide encounter. 

Finally, the proof you need to silence the naysayers, cynics and non-believers . Put an end to the scorn 
and derision you've had to endure from family, friends and neighbors. 

Whether you're name is Billy Bob or Peggy Sue, hailing from Piney Nob or Kalamazoo, we' ve got the 
evidence you need to prove you were abducted by aliens. 

The Home Alien Abduction kit comes in three different abduction scenarios. 

HAA is manufactured by Alien Marketing, a company based in Miami, Florida, home to more aliens 
than any other place o n earth. 

For more informatio n on the HAA kit, call toll-free 1-800-818-1211 or e-mail us 

0 
© 1997-1998 Alien Marketing. Home Alien Abduction Kit and HAA logo are registered trademarks of 
Alien Marketing. 
Last updated on 02/08/98. Send comments to the webmaster@alien-abductions.com Or call 
1-800-8 18-1211 . 
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AliEN AbducTioN 
ExpERiENCE ANd RESEARCH 

This survey identifies typical experiences shared by many abductees. While it is not 
intended to cover all similarities, it lets you compare your experiences with those of 
known abductees. Your anonymous responses will be entered into the database and 
summarized on a future home page. This is an informal survey and not meant to replace a 
thorough evaluation. It should not be taken by individuals suffering from diagnosed 
psychiatric disorders. 

Answer each question with "yes" or "no." 

I. Do you take more vitamins than most people? 
Yes •No 

2. Do you have sinus trouble or migraine headaches? 
•Yes No 

3. Do you feel you are psychic? 
Yes •No 

4. Do you secretly feel you are special or chosen? 
Yes •No 

5. Do you secretly fear being accosted or kidnapped if you do not constantly monitor 
your surroundings? 

Yes •No 

6. Do you have trouble sleeping through the night for unexplainable reasons? 
Yes •No 

7. Have you seriously considered or did you install a security system for your home even 
if there was no justification? 

Yes •No 

8. Do you have dreams of flying or being outside your body? 
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•Yes No 

9. Do you dream about seeing UFOs, being inside UFOs, or interacting with UFO 
occupants? 

Yes •No 

10. As a child or teenager, was there a special place you secretly believed held a spiritual 
meaning just for you? 

Yes •No 

11. As a child or adult, did you ever hear a voice inside your head talking to you which 
wasn't your own? 

Yes •No 

12. Did you ever experience a period of time while awake where you could not 
remember what you had done during that period of time? This missing time may have 
been a half hour, several hours, a whole day or more. Do not answer "yes" for memory 
lapses due to highway driving, drinking binges, chronic pain, medical conditions, 
exhaustion, effects of medication, mind-altering substances, or being lost in reading a 
good book. 

Yes •No 

13. As a child or adult, have you seen faces or beings near you when in bed which were 
not explainable? 

Yes •No 

14. Have you ever seen a UFO? 
Yes •No 

15 . Have you ever seen a UFO up close within short walking or driving distance? 
Yes •No 

16. If you have seen a UFO up close, were you strongly compelled to walk, drive or 
stand near it? 

Yes •No or Not Applicable 

17. Do you have a waking memory of being inside a UFO or interacting with its 
occupants? 

Yes •No 

18. Do you feel fear or anxiety over the subject of aliens or UFOs? 
Yes •No 

19. Have you had multiple sightings of UFOs? 
Yes •No 

.. 
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20. Are you more sensitive to issues affecting the earth, its environment and all life forms 
than other people? 

Yes •No 

21. Do you have dreams where superior beings, angels, or aliens are educating you about 
mankind, the universe, global changes or future events? 

Yes •No 

22. Does your home have unexplainable sounds, apparitions, or unusual events which are 
attributed to ghosts? 

Yes •No 

23. As a child or adult, have you had nosebleeds or found blood stains on your. pillow for 
unexplainable reasons? 

Yes •No 

24. Have x-rays or other procedures revealed unexplainable foreign objects lodged in 
your body? 

Yes •No 

25. Have you awakened to discover unexplainable marks or bruises on your body? 
Yes •No 

26. Your age: 
19 or under 

• 20 - 29 
30 - 39 
40 - 49 
50 - 59 
60 - 69 
70 - 79 
80 and over 

27. Your gender: 
Male • Female 

28. Your ethnicity: 
• White 

Black 
Hispanic 
Asian/Pacific Islander 
Native American 

When you are done, click the "Score Me" button next. 
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