JAPANESE RESTAURANT

The Power to Please
SUSHI BAR

Delicious Japanese Delicacies

TATAMI ROOMS
Where vou will be served
traditional Japanese Cuisine
TEPPAN-YAKI TABLES
Steak, Chicken or Seafood

cooked at yvour table

10125-121 St., Edmonton, AB

482-5494 488-9757

AGF
Asian Growth

Fund
27.3 WO 6 months
13.8 % 3 months

diversified investment portfolio
of listed growth stocks in the
emerging Southeast Asian
countries (excluding Japan)

497-3221
(1-800-661-7137)

Steve Smith
Brad Gifford

SCOTIAMcLEOD INC.

trusted investment advice
since 1921

CRIME & CALAMITY

Leduc fluke or satanic savagery?

A farm family suffers a media circus after six cattle die

F()r 20 years Bossy the cow faithfully
did what dairy cows are supposed to
do. mind their manners and give milk. She
was more of a family pet than a food source
to Leduc-area farmers Roman and Doris
Verchomin, But that relationship came to
a sad and abrupt end on the morning of

Patricia Verchomin and friend:
Defintely a question of who." not ‘what

April Lith when they Tfound her lving dead
in the warm morning sun. her intestines
spilling from o gaping hole in her backside
and abloody 10-inch slash across herneck.

Two weeks ago another cow turned up
dead on the Verchomin farm. 1t too had
apparently been mutiltated. This Tatest
grishy discovery brings o six the number
ol dead cattle found on the 700-acre farm.
four of which were found in one 3-day
period in June. Utterly perplesed and de-
spaiting ol police help, the Verchomins
phoned the Edmaonton Towrnal. They now
wish they hadn't.

Newspaper reporters descended Tike
flies. Camera crenws showed up in vans at
their eate and calls came from as far awin
as Manitoba. Then came the “lay experts.”
One old fellow claimed he had studied
cattle mutilations since 1950 he blamed
spacemen. A brown paperenvelope arrived
from somceone asking if it was somehow
connected to world over-population. A
Lake Wabamun man wld the Jowrnal.
“People are Killing and mutilating cattle in
hizarre midnight atacks so they can sell
sex organs to American cults in exchange
for cocaine.”™ The Nerchomins found the
attention as bad as the mutilations

Stlll they sanve with o herd of 1400 Sy
casualties in three months is excessive:
and suspicious. They can’t believe that the

deaths occurred naturally. as veterinarians
and police insist.

The autopsy explanation for Bossy was
that the aging cow had died of bloat and
later been chewed up by covores. But on
June 14 they found o 275-pound spring
heifer call dead in the pasture. They

moeessdragged it off 1o the edge
ol adjoining Saunders
Lake. where. oddly. no
magpies. covotes or dogs
touched it for a week. On
Junce 21 they found an-
other heifer calf dead.
This time an autopsy re-
ported the presence of the
bacteria that cause the fa-
tal bovine Blackleg dis-
case. But on June 28 they
found the fourth victim.
also acall. It had no skin
on its body other than on
its legsand s head was
simply a skeleton. They
don’t know how long it
wasthere, Two hours after
finding number four they discovered num-
ber five, an 800-pound yearling heifer. h
was missing an carand its udder apparently
had been removed with a perfectly circular
cut. Finally.on July 16 they found victim
sing again a large heifer, this one with a
four-inch cut in its neck. one teat cleanly
cut off halfits tongue removed and its anal
arca partially missing. Anautopsy revealed
it had o fatally absessed Hiver,

Ledue ROMP Sergeant Peter Sopow has
ruled out any human cause—vandals., rus-
tlers or cults. None of the carcases, he savs,
showed tell-tale signs of strugele or bullet
wounds. and he hopes Tocal people stop
calling himand telling him their neighbour
is awarlock. As for the mutilations. Leduc
vet Wayne Seredaechoes a Can Vermaga-
zine article detailing how animal scaven-
gers often neatly remove the softest parts
ol afresh carcass,

Allofwhich leaves the Verchomins feel-
ing frostrated. angry and mystified. Their
herd s as healthy as any other. sayvs their
davghter Patricias She savs she has seen
plenty ol carcasses that have been scay-
enged by covotes but never did they Took
like what was done 1o her parents” animals.
“Ideninitely think this thing is a question
of whoonotwhat,” she savs, “And we want
1nto stop. TS oL asenseless

—Jim Demers




