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SQUIRE BASS AND OTHERS
. PERPETRATED THE JOKE

Vith Other Senall Boyl He Foolcd'|
Peoplo for Whote Week—Nothing !
" ‘But’ Paper Ballooas Sont Sk~ .

L waed for Fune

H

“Alritfipe, aeroplanes, dirigible balloons,

s 'u:; aerial craft of ‘all kinds.
fust take a tumble in the minds -of
"hattanoogans for the time being. Thosc
hings in the sky which: thousands: of
eople in . this dty: and - vicinity have
een accepting as the real, 'genuine all-
vool and a yard.-wide. airship -were not
eal. airships &t all - They were no riore
han tnys sent up as a practical joke.
'he perpotrator was ‘'Squire Ed Basn:s
nd some more of the small boys out in
louth Chattanooga. - g

“The ‘sqiire and a very few others

who must have been *‘om* have had lots:
f - fun. The gullibles whose name s
eglon, may have-enjoyed -the- stunt, tvo,"

ut just how inuch they will appreciate
he humor of the situation now: remain-
th to be meen. It will depend lirgery
n f'ho temperament of the wvictim... A
nke's & foke, huy when the victim gets
rine. the effect Iy more or less doubtful.
onhtless the joking ‘squire’s -ears wel
urn with an’ exceeding warmth today,
ecnnse of the many he #o . thoroughly
wled there will he xome to ‘express
emnelves ‘nininly, forgetring the Sun-
'y school lesson yesterdny, - ..
Murder will ‘out, doncherknow, find
ber” matters not as serlous do - not
wnya remaln’a myatery. . The ent lus
ratched and chéweil her‘\vng clean’ oyt
the bag of the irigihle balloan " Lusi-
.. Truth once more relgng . supreme.
d ‘sits at the tiller of the seraplane,
ng’ ounted the spirit of huinor -ane.
:nlty_ whiclh has lieen steering the -aip-
Pe all’ over the sky in e -region
mdabout Chuttanoogn. . The ent got
. of the "bag and the ‘genus nt e
cting gear: gave way to the : téuth
terday: when | A cigar-shaped pupoi
loon, wome . fifteen feet lone und’ four
t.throngh, at the maximum,. ulighted
:1"1:; peu:et;ully}.‘ without sbame or ep-
ment, In the n f the

th - ward firo hall, dghborh%-d; or th ‘
t wus not long before' the pr .
Iie -atrange object wae dia&ivmnl;;

 ‘and_they’ began- to' dongre-
gt T T R KAt BN
. Irere’. was much iLteteat “and : amuse-
‘men -manifested, coupled with n™certain

who.had: succeeded .in fooling the people

the secret of the airships: whlgh had been
s A

tgut in-the collapsed paper structure lay

en over the clty. |. &+ . =
! Now, the good people of . ITighland Park
who_saw  the vpncﬁcr,balloon and realized
its -significance did, not know who was
back: of - the  joke. . Iiven before the- dis-

Idarned.the identity of the juveniles who
perpetrated “the' joke jand was preparing
to ~inform f{ts: readets on the subject.
‘] Then  word .came- that : thp/-iuentuble
; Ninth“ward had come again’to the fore
:{ahd -had: material -evidence of the nature
‘16f .the airships which .have been' cnusing
ng'.much;commotjon and talk for the last
few days. - i A o

‘t My,. what ‘people in a dry town will
nce..innd; seelng, . what . mountains they
| will'make out of. mole hills that ceme
itfto: their line of vislon, Chattanooga
can_console itself in the knowledge that
Jother towns, dry like Chattanooga, have
been victimized lately in the matter of
sky-craft. Dry Knoxville - has been a
réein’ airships Iately.: Dry' Huntsville
hits been peering nloft to the detriment
of its necks and collars at strange craft
in the big dome. T i
i1 iAmid the commotion caused by the fre-
{quent appearance.of the what seemed to
|be an airship with a strong liking for
| this vicinity.” 'Squire .Bags and his fellow
conspirators have bheen .maying nothing
ind laughing up their ‘slecves at the
nystificntion of their townspeople: Like
Mr. Iyde,” they have stoo around
among the wondering victims and hear-
iug accounts of thelr Dr. Jeky!l doings.
. *Squire Bass, ar¢h-conspirator of them

umusement in thisx way. .It was no un-
usual thing for him to hear people de-
acribe the alrship in the minutest detall.
His smukement was in their gullibleness,
‘and’ the power of their optics. Some of
them!declared that the craft’ wns a bi-
plane aud that they could plainly dircern
the manjat the steering gear, and even
hear the;chug-chug of the machinery. -
:That 80 many people were successfully
deceived by the toy balloon was due to
optical delusion. - Tricks. which the eye
will play -in certain cleciimstances - ure
certninly ; delusions and snares. . i
i :In‘.reality a 14-foot affair, ‘the little
iballoon,: Eeﬂmps a few hundred feet high,
looked like a monster affair. -And, then,
too, likei looking at the = DPlelades, the
more, ond looked. the more there. was to
ree, ‘T'hé man in the rigging, and other
details “dpscribed by some, were. natural
c%nseqncn_ccs. A
i 'Squire Bars’:joke was simply that and
mothing - more—a " practical. joke. -It has

leged airship, or whatever it was, :would
resolve “itself ‘finally. into : some. sort of
nn _advertising dodge. .Dart “the - worthy
;squire has. no brand of _soap, ‘pnhacen,
-cignr or breakfast food.to loirt upon-a
purchasing .public, so far.as known, The
craft which ambled ‘into .the camp - of
the . ITighlind Parkers yesterday bore no
advertiscment. It .wasi very [nconsider-
ate :of. tlint balloon. to fland in an _en-
lighteded (community like Highland. Park,
anyway, - Tiad- It gone further the
irquire’s -joke ' might have. lasted longer.:

result in discovery and limelight. . It wans
b ¢ano of MIf we're discovered: we're lont,”
Las_'Squire, Basd,-may: have - sald,

Tl?:{;:i;e.r‘]t-n%’ ‘balloon ,was not made
i
formr of . admiration of whoevrer It was’

for ‘so long.:. IFor it wwns .very apparent.

covery.in Highland Park The Limes had |

hter” than air by the use of h.ot air
allout the prikon . commirsioner’s job,
tither, - "the {:nlldon which landed among
the ‘I’arkites owed ltaipowem: of ' navi-
gition 'to the gaxes arlsing from a bunch
of waste xoaked in konie, liquid, presum-
ably garoline, kerosene, . henzifte, or
same othar old xene, and ignited. .

i 'Ry pérpetrating sucli a joke upon an
wsuspecting public, especially: as  the
oke wns sb successful, '-Squjre Tnss lays
Limself -open to a_ variety of .more or
exx succulent and pithy flings. ~ Any
{iinc today it will be pertinent to eject
sarcism and hitting seritences about the
atrship” man. - There will-. be : some” to
sdy that he was .tryiuz to get l.\l;:h‘
enough up to-get his grasp on' the prison
commisgioner plum. -Others: may hint |
that he was looking- around. for - more:
love-smitten ‘couples  in' “order that he
might join their two lives _ln one, - an
got a'nice fee,. . o
1. The balloons of ‘the :Bass persunsion
were .sent -up -from the rear of s:ongni
drug “store, Main streét: .The forests,
mountains’ and streams of the vlclnit)}
éould - probably divulge - the landing place;
of the others, the ones'turned loose be-!
fore thnt.,whlch__oponcd;t‘h‘e Ninth Awn‘rd-l

all, perhaps had the bigxicat share of |

been: the jopinion. of many- that-the al--

Bt in the midst of .thousands of wide- |
pwake and strenuous folk™ it could ‘only.

ers’ eyes, - vo i L




